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FL SAND is a network of 15 grassroots, 
self-advocacy groups that represents 
people with disabilities throughout the 
state of Florida. We advocate for disability 
rights and inclusion for all and represent  
hundreds of self- advocates in Florida. 
You can learn more about us at 
FLSAND.org, or reach us at 
contactflsand@gmail.com FL SAND has 
adopted the following 2022 legislative 
priorities:  
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1. Pay Fair For My Care 
We are asking legislators to enact a permanent wage increase for providers along with 

continual support.  Without it, Floridians with disabilities and their families will not only lose, 
but our communities will as well. 

In Florida, at least 119,399 people with disabilities and/or aging adults receive Home and 
Community-Based Services (HCBS) through Medicaid with over 71,000 people remaining on 

waitlists. Increased monetary support for HCBS, specifically a provider rate increase, is crucial 
to the rights and ability of people with disabilities to live lives of our choosing. The limits on 

available services have long surpassed critical levels and COVID-19 has only heightened the 
urgency of this issue.  Without a pay increase attracting and retaining qualified providers is 
impossible.  Already the direct support crisis is leading to group home closures, inability to 
deliver vital community supports, and leaving individuals without in home care for days and 
weeks at a time.The American Rescue Plan provides for temporary increases in support, 

including a one-time stipend for providers, but it is not enough. HBCS  not only provides care 
for people with disabilities, but allows us to contribute too! 
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4. MEDICAID 
EXPANSION  
FL SAND is encouraging the legislature to 
strongly consider any future opportunities 
offered by the federal government to expand 
Medicaid, if such expansion would benefit 
people with disabilities. Florida is currently  
one of 12 states without medicaid 
expansion. This disproportionately affects 
those with disabilities and their families, 
many of whom go without needed 
healthcare and could benefit from the 
increased access that expansion would 
offer. 

2. Supported Decision-
Making  

FL SAND stands with our friends and 
allies at “I decide” in asking the 
legislature to pass a supported 
decision-making law.  

Like anyone else, people with disabilities 
want and have the right to self-direct their 
own lives as much as possible. They may 
need support in doing so, but everyone 
does! A supported-decision making law 
would provide an alternative to more 
restrictive guardianship for roughly 10-20 
percent of those people under 
guardianships in Florida right now, and 
increase the self-determination of many 
others. Additionally, it would require the 
court system to more heavily weigh the 
rights and capabilities of individuals by 
mandating the consideration of a 
supported decision-making agreement, 
even if a guardianship is ultimately put in 
place.  

 3. Increased 
Transportation Options  

‣ Monetary incentives to end paratransit 
driver shortages caused by COVID-19 

‣ Funding for door to door and on-demand 
options in every region 

‣ The ability to easily cross county lines. 

This project is provided by the Florida Developmental Disabilities 
Council, Inc., supported in part by grant numbers 2001FLSCDD and 
2101FLSCDD from the U.S. Administration for community Living, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 
20201. Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship 
are encouraged to express freely their findings and conclusions. 
Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent 
official ACL policy. 
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